
Wiring of the photovoltaic panel
monitoring module

Article Overview

Wiring a PV panel monitoring module requires careful planning of series/parallel connections, proper cable

sizing, and integration of sensors and controllers to ensure accurate monitoring and safe operation.

Understanding PV Wiring Basics

Solar panels can be wired in series, parallel, or series-parallel configurations. In a series connection, the

positive terminal of one panel connects to the negative of the next, increasing voltage while keeping current

constant. In parallel, all positive terminals are connected together, and all negative terminals together,

increasing current while keeping voltage constant. Series-parallel wiring combines both methods to match

inverter requirements and optimize system performance . Proper string design ensures the voltage and current

remain within the inverter and monitoring module limits .

Components for Monitoring

A typical PV monitoring module setup includes:

o Current sensors (e.g., ACS758) to measure panel current

o Voltage measurement via voltage dividers or ADC modules (e.g., ADS1115)

o Microcontroller (e.g., ESP32) to process data

o Temperature sensors (e.g., DS18B20) to monitor panel temperature

o Display or data logger for real-time monitoring

o Voltage regulators (e.g., XL7015) to maintain stable power supply 

Wiring Steps

o Plan the layout: Determine the number of panels per string and the total number of strings. Ensure the total

voltage and current do not exceed the monitoring module or inverter specifications .

o Select appropriate cables: Use solar-rated cables with sufficient gauge to handle the maximum current. For

short strings, 4 mm2 is common; for longer strings, consider thicker cables or distribution boxes to reduce

losses .

o Connect sensors: Install current sensors in series with the positive or negative line of each string. Voltage

dividers or ADC inputs should be connected across the panel terminals to measure voltage accurately .

o Integrate microcontroller: Connect sensor outputs to the microcontroller's analog or digital inputs. Ensure

proper grounding and isolation to prevent electrical interference .

o Connect to inverter or charge controller: Wire the PV strings to the inverter or charge controller according to

the system design. Include fuses or circuit breakers for overcurrent protection .

o Secure and protect wiring: Use wire management clips, zip ties, and weatherproof connectors to prevent
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damage and maintain safety .

Safety and Compliance

o Follow local electrical codes and NEC regulations for voltage, current, and overcurrent protection .

o Ensure component compatibility to avoid inaccurate readings or system damage.

o Implement safety protocols such as disconnecting panels during installation and using insulated tools .

Optimization Tips

o Use series-parallel stringing to balance voltage and current for the monitoring module and inverter .

o Consider scalable wiring to allow future expansion of the PV system.

o Regularly inspect connections for corrosion or wear to maintain accurate monitoring and system efficiency .

By carefully planning the wiring, selecting the right components, and following safety standards, a PV panel

monitoring module can provide reliable, long-term performance data for your solar system.

Learn how intelligent series and parallel connections, as well as comprehensive monitoring, optimize the

performance

Conductor types One of the most significant allowances for PV systems is the ability to use exposed

single-conductor cables for the

A huge part of any solar project is how to wire the solar panels. Explore our guide on solar panel wiring to

learn best

There are three wiring types for PV modules: series, parallel, and series-parallel. Learning

These chapters are auto-generated IoT Based Solar Panel Monitoring using Arduino

Learn how to wire a PV solar panel system with a comprehensive wiring diagram. Find step-by-step

instructions and diagrams to

Therefore, diligent monitoring of photovoltaic panel installations and precise estimation of the peak power fed

into the national grid

Photovoltaic Module to Module Monitoring System E. Ortega a, G. Arangurena, M.J. Saenzb, R. Gutierrezb,

and J.C.
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This article presents the design methodology for an in-situ solar panel monitoring system based on wired and

wireless

A photovoltaic (PV) monitoring system refers to a technology designed to oversee the operation and

performance of photovoltaic

As solar photovoltaic (PV) systems become increasingly popular as a clean and renewable source of energy,

it''s

Photovoltaic (PV) systems are one of the most important renewable energy sources worldwide. Learning the

basics

Master solar panel wiring with this in-depth guide. Learn how to configure series and parallel connections,

calculate voltage and

Considering a switch to residential solar power? PV panel wiring diagrams are a must for maximizing your

electricity

The complete package consists of a sensor-equipped device mounted on the PV module,

A photovoltaic cell acts as a current source, hence PV modules are current-limiting devices - even under

short-circuit conditions, the
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