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Article Overview

U.S. telecom-grade routers are managed to minimize frequent replacement cycles through regulatory
oversight, security-focused approvals, and lifecycle support for existing devices.

Regulatory Context

In March 2026, the FCC updated its Covered List to include al consumer-grade routers produced outside the
United States, effectively prohibiting new foreign-made models from receiving standard FCC equipment
authorization unless they obtain Conditional Approval . This regulatory framework ensures that routers
aready deployed in the U.S. can continue operating without forced replacement, which is a key anti-cycling
measure. Existing certified devices remain eligible for software and firmware updates through March 1, 2027,
allowing them to maintain security and functionality without requiring hardware replacement .

Anti-Cycling Mechanisms
Anti-cycling in telecom-grade routers involves several strategies:

0 Extended Firmware Support: U.S. service providers and manufacturers continue to provide updates for
existing routers, mitigating vulnerabilities without replacing hardware .

o Conditional Approval Pathway: New foreign-made routers can only enter the market after rigorous security
review, reducing the need for frequent replacement due to security risks.

0 Enterprise-Grade Exemption: Enterprise routers from companies like Cisco, Juniper, and Aruba are not
subject to the consumer-grade ban, allowing critical infrastructure to maintain stable, long-term deployments.
o Lifecycle Management Policies. ISPs often supply routers to customers and manage device lifecycles,
ensuring routers are replaced only when necessary for performance or security upgrades, rather than due to
regulatory changes.

Implications for Security and Supply Chain

The FCC's ban addresses vulnerabilities exploited in cyberattacks such as Volt, Salt, and Flax Typhoon, which
targeted foreign-made routers . By controlling the approval of new devices and supporting existing hardware,
the U.S. reduces the risk of forced cycling due to security breaches. However, the ban aso highlights supply
chain challenges, as most consumer routers are manufactured abroad, making domestic production and
long-term lifecycle planning critical for anti-cycling strategies .

Practical Takeaways

0 Consumers can continue using their current routers safely; replacement is not immediately required .
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0 |SPs and enterprises can maintain stable networks with existing U.S.-approved or enterprise-grade routers.

0 Anti-cycling is reinforced through firmware updates, Conditional Approval for new devices, and careful
lifecycle management, balancing security with cost and operational stability . In summary, U.S. telecom-grade
router anti-cycling relies on regulatory controls, extended support for existing devices, and selective approval
of new hardware, ensuring network security while minimizing unnecessary hardware turnover.

The move effectively bans the sale of new WiFi routers made outside the country. The ban is sweeping, as
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On March 23, 2026, the Federal Communications Commission enacted one of the most sweeping

FCC adds foreign-produced consumer routers to Covered List, barring new model approvals while allowing
software

CNET"s recent lab testing measured throughput, jitter, latency and signal strength on more than 30 top routers
to find the ones that

On March 23, 2026, the FCC updated its Covered List to include consumer-grade routers produced in a
When it comes to routers, security isone of the top considerations. We compare the top
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to

These days, your wireless router is not just your lifeline to the internet, but also to your job. We've
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But if you need to upgrade or replace your home router anytime soon, a sudden ban by the Federal
Communications

In an erawhere network security is paramount, choosing the best secure router is crucial for safeguarding your
online

The sale of new foreign-made Wi-Fi routersis now banned in the US. Here"s why we"re not pulling our
The FCC has tightened supply chain security rules to ban new foreign-made consumer
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