
Standardized Operating Procedures for
Relay Protection Upgrades

Article Overview

Relay protection upgrades should follow structured SOPs that ensure reliability, compliance with NERC and

IEC standards, and safe, coordinated operation of the power system.

Planning and Preparation

Before upgrading relays, evaluate the impact on system reliability and notify affected entities. Identify the

relays to be upgraded, considering electromechanical, solid-state, or first-generation numeric relays that may

benefit from modern numeric replacements . Ensure compliance with NERC PRC-005 by establishing a

Protection System Maintenance Program (PSMP), including both time-based (TBM) and performance-based

maintenance (PBM) intervals . Review vendor manuals and IEC 60255 functional standards to understand

relay capabilities and testing requirements .

Upgrade Execution

o Relay Replacement: Install modern numeric relays with multifunction logic, remote I/O, and thermal

measurement capabilities to enhance protection, monitoring, and personnel safety .

o Settings and Coordination: Configure relay settings according to time-graded or current-graded protection

principles. For inverse time relays, adjust grading times to maintain selectivity while accounting for

measurement inaccuracies .

o Functional Testing: Conduct tests for trip, close, indication, and alarm circuits, ensuring relays respond

correctly under fault conditions. Use standardized procedures for differential, directional, distance, and

restricted relays .

o Communication Integration: Verify secure communications with SCADA, Smart Grid controls, and business

networks. Ensure event memory and oscillographs are properly configured for monitoring and reporting .

Verification and Commissioning

o Perform pre-commissioning tests to confirm relay operation under simulated fault conditions.

o Validate coordination with upstream and downstream relays to ensure selective isolation of faults.

o Document all settings, test results, and deviations from standard procedures for regulatory compliance and

future maintenance .

Maintenance and Compliance

o Implement PSMP for ongoing maintenance, following PRC-005 intervals for TBM and PBM .

o Monitor relay health using internal watchdogs and event logs.

o Update SOPs to reflect new IEC 60255 functional standards and any changes in system configuration or
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regulatory requirements .

Practical Considerations

o Ensure operational ease for personnel, including reading targets, resetting trips, and motor restarting.

o Maintain smooth operations while implementing regulatory requirements such as NERC-CIP.

o Consider relay security, remote monitoring, and adaptive settings to respond to varying system conditions .

By following these SOPs, utilities can achieve enhanced reliability, improved safety, and compliance with

industry standards while upgrading relay protection systems.

Operation, Maintenance, and Field Test Procedures for Protective Relays and Associated Circuits Hydropower

Technical Services

Ensure optimum system performance, efficiency, and safety with preventive relay maintenance and testing

Today''s challenges in

This guide provides a comprehensive overview of inspection and test procedures for protective relays in

electrical

This article provides a comprehensive review of optimal relay coordination (ORC) in distribution networks

(DNs) that

Intelligent and automated decision-making is becoming more important than ever for utilities to maintain

operating costs,

Learn how to upgrade your facility''s electrical protection system step by step, from assessment and

compliance

R&amp;B Switchgear Group offer advanced protection relay retrofit solutions to enhance operational

reliability

tenance easier and safer. Microprocessor relays provide the system information you need to improve

protection, reliability, eficiency,

Individual test programs for each type of protection relay are needed, but the interface used is standard for all

protection relay types.

Initially, every relay upgrade seems simple and straight forward; then come the details. Operating personnel
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have expectations for

Upgrade legacy protection relays with ABB retrofit solutions. Improve reliability, reduce maintenance costs

and enable digitalization

In theory, it is easy to see the advantage of upgrading a protective relay installation from Electro-Mechanical

Relays or Solid-State

Plant protection system functional testing Protective circuit functional testing, including

This document defines Reclamation practices for operating, maintaining, and testing protective relays and

protection circuits. The

Second part deals with preventative maintenance of transmission lines. The emphasis has been given to

include the

Abstract: Protective relays and devices have been developed over 100 years ago to provide "last line" of

defense for the electrical
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