
Standard thickness of ordinary electrical
distribution box

Article Overview

Ordinary electrical distribution boxes typically have wall thicknesses ranging from 1.2 mm to 2 mm for metal

enclosures and 1.5 mm to 3 mm for plastic enclosures.

Typical Wall Thickness

o Metal Enclosures (Steel or Aluminum): Most residential and light commercial distribution boxes use 1.2 mm

to 2 mm thick sheet metal for the walls. This thickness provides sufficient mechanical strength, durability, and

protection against impact while allowing for proper mounting of internal components such as MCBs, RCDs,

busbars, and DIN rails .

o Plastic Enclosures (PVC or Polycarbonate): For ordinary plastic distribution boxes, wall thickness usually

ranges from 1.5 mm to 3 mm, depending on the size of the box and the IP rating. Thicker walls are used for

larger boxes or outdoor applications to ensure rigidity and resistance to UV or mechanical stress .

Other Dimensional Considerations

o Depth: Standard depths for wall-mounted boxes range from 120 mm to 300 mm, with deeper boxes

recommended when multiple circuits or high wire counts are present .

o Width and Height: Common wall-mounted boxes vary from 200x200 mm up to 800x600 mm, while

freestanding cabinets are larger, often exceeding 1600 mm in height .

o Internal Volume: The usable internal space is slightly less than external dimensions due to wall thickness,

door returns, and mounting hardware, which is important for wire bending radius and future expansion .

Standards and Compliance

o Distribution boxes are designed according to IEC 61439, IEC 60670, UL/NEC, or local electrical codes,

which specify mechanical strength, insulation, and protection levels but do not mandate a single wall thickness

.

o The chosen thickness should balance mechanical protection, ease of installation, and cost, while ensuring

compliance with the intended IP rating (e.g., IP44 for indoor, IP65 for outdoor use), . In summary, while there

is no single universal thickness, 1.2-2 mm for metal and 1.5-3 mm for plastic are widely accepted for ordinary

electrical distribution boxes, providing adequate strength and safety for typical residential and commercial

installations.

IEC 61439-3:2024 edition 2.0 defines specific requirements for distribution boards intended to be operated by
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ordinary

Learn how to choose a distribution box and understand its internal structure, including MCBs, busbars, neutral

bars,

Buyers of electrical panels and related accessory components are often unclear about the difference between a

0.4This standard isintended tocover, fuseboards for use in single phase and three phase ac systems and dc

systems.

According to national standards, the wall thickness of the low-voltage distribution box should not be less than

1.5mm, and the metal

In Conclusion Most residential and commercial electrical systems have at least one distribution box. A

distribution box

Non-metallic boxes must have this volume legibly marked, as their material thickness affects internal space.

The

The various indexes of the boards of distribution boxes or distribution cabinets must meet the relevant

requirements of the state. All

A distribution box is the heart of any electrical system. It takes the incoming power and safely distributes it to

different

You need to understand the main standards and codes that guide the safe design and use of low voltage

distribution

Distribution boxes, also known as electrical distribution boards or panels, are pivotal components in electrical

systems, ensuring the

The electrical boxes enclose the wire connection or cable splices. The electrical boxes shield wood

2026 NEC junction box sizing guide with free calculator. Learn box fill rules, conductor volume allowances,

and code

Learn how to install a distribution box safely and correctly. Covers wiring, placement, standards, and expert

tips for a

Learn everything you need to know about the Electrical Distribution Box (DB Box). Explore types, materials,
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installation

A distribution board (also known as panelboard, circuit breaker panel, breaker panel, circuit breaker, electric

panel, fuse box or DB
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