
How to shut off the power distribution
box at a construction site 

Article Overview

To safely turn off the main power distribution box at a construction site, locate the main disconnect switch or

breaker and switch it to the "OFF" position while following proper safety precautions.

Steps to Turn Off the Main Power

o Locate the Main Distribution Box: The main power distribution box is usually a large, metal enclosure

on-site, often near the point where the construction site connects to the public power grid. It may be labeled as

the main distribution or site connection box and can include sub-distribution boards for different work zones .

o Identify the Main Disconnect: Look for the largest switch or lever in the box, often labeled "Main" or

"Emergency Disconnect." On some sites, this may be a fused pull-out block or a large circuit breaker lever .

o Ensure Safety Precautions:

o Wear insulated gloves and rubber-soled shoes.

o Make sure the area is dry and free from water.

o Keep a non-contact voltage tester handy to confirm power is off after switching.

o Ensure all personnel are aware that the power will be turned off .

o Switch Off the Main Power:

o For a circuit breaker, firmly flip the main lever to the "OFF" position.

o For a fused pull-out block, grip the handle firmly and pull it straight out to disconnect the circuit .

o Perform the action swiftly and decisively to avoid arcing, which can be dangerous .

o Confirm Power is Off: Test outlets, lights, or equipment in different areas of the site with a voltage tester to

ensure the power has been completely disconnected .

Additional Considerations

o Labeling and Documentation: Ensure all connections and circuits are clearly labeled to avoid confusion

during shutdown or maintenance .

o Coordination: Inform the site manager and workers before turning off the main power to prevent disruption

of critical equipment .

o Maintenance and Testing: After turning off the main power, inspect the distribution box and protective

devices for any signs of damage or wear before restoring power . By following these steps and safety

measures, you can safely disconnect the main power at a construction site, minimizing the risk of electrical

hazards and ensuring compliance with safety standards.
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You might run into an accident because there remains a connection with the primary power

The document outlines safety procedures for various tasks involved in power distribution work. It details 21

sections covering

A site power distribution board is usually an electrical distribution box equipped with various sockets to

provide power for different

How to apply NFPA 70E on construction sites: de-energize first, use LOTO, verify zero voltage, manage

temporary

Temporary power distribution is an essential but potentially dangerous aspect of most jobs. Temporary

electrical

Best for: Construction projects where the power supply needs to be easily transported without frequent

refueling.

What is a Circuit Breaker? A circuit breaker is defined as a switching device that can be operated manually or

Learn how to safely turn off the power in your home with our comprehensive guide. This post covers

It is not safe to install a circuit breaker in an electrical panel that still has power flowing to it. Do not continue

if power

We pride ourselves on offering customizable, industry-leading products and unparalleled

Electrical Shutdown FAQ''s NC State''s goal is to minimize exposure to shock and arc flash hazards during the

installation, repair,

Here''s how to shut of all electricity to your home: Circuit-breaker box: Flip the main circuit-breaker switch

(usually a pair of switches

If you home is equipped with an older fuse box, pull the main disconnect or pull out the fuse

Here are some of the best ways to keep your temporary jobsite power setup compliant, safe, and smart. The

NEC

Next, we''ll show you the safest way to shut off power by turning off all the smaller

The document outlines shut down procedures for electricians and electrical supervisors to follow before
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