
How to open a hole in a distribution box 

Article Overview

To open a hole in a distribution box, remove a "knockout" by carefully pressing, tapping, and twisting it out

using a screwdriver or pliers while ensuring the power is off.

Safety First

Before starting, turn off all power to the distribution box and verify with a voltage tester to prevent electric

shock or burns ( ). Always wear insulated gloves and safety glasses when working with electrical enclosures.

Identifying the Knockout

A knockout (KO) is a partially stamped circular opening in the box designed for cable or conduit entry.

Distribution boxes usually have multiple KOs of different sizes on various surfaces ( ). Choose the KO that

matches the connector or conduit you plan to use.

Tools Needed

o Flathead screwdriver or punch

o Pliers (needle-nose or standard)

o Hammer (optional, for tapping)

o Drill with hole saw (for larger custom openings, if necessary) ( )

Step-by-Step Removal

o Locate the KO: Pick the one that is easiest to access and fits your cable or conduit.

o Loosen the KO: Place the edge of a screwdriver against the inner edge of the KO, opposite the attachment

point. Press firmly or tap lightly with a hammer to loosen it ( ).

o Twist and Remove: Once loosened, twist the KO back and forth with your fingers or pliers until it detaches

completely.

o Smooth Edges: Check the edges of the opening. If sharp, file or use a grommet to protect wires from damage

( ).

Installing Cables or Conduits

After removing the KO, insert the cable or conduit through the hole. Use glands or grommets to secure and

protect the wiring, ensuring a safe and compliant installation ( ).

Tips
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o Start with the smallest KO that fits your connector to maintain box integrity.

o For multiple cables, use separate KOs to avoid overcrowding.

o Always double-check that the box is properly mounted and level before wiring ( ). Following these steps

ensures a safe and effective way to open a hole in a distribution box for wiring or conduit installation.

I''m going to show you how to easily fix oversized electrical box cutouts during drywall

A &quot;knock out&quot; or &quot;KO&quot; is a partially stamped opening in electrical enclosures that

allows

Whether you are an electrical contractor or a construction brigade, knowing how to properly and safely install

Once you are satisfied, place plumber''s putty around each of the pipes where they enter the box. Do this on

the inside,

Plastic boxes, composed of thermoset or thermoplastic materials, can be modified with less specialized

equipment.

As for the existing pre-drilled hole in the new service box that you have you can just buy a knockout cap that

snaps

In this video, I''ll go over how to drill out electrical box knockouts with a standard hole saw

During heavy rain, seepage from the chiseled hole goes inside the breaker, making a

Learn how to knock out holes in a plastic electrical box safely and efficiently with our step-by-step guide.

Discover the best tools and

Q: I have several electrical boxes in the basement with open knockouts that I want to seal. The holes are

&#190; of an inch

Details, my house: I removed a fiberglass box that was nailed to the stud so I could extend the circuit to a

receptacle on the other

Install distribution box systems with essential hand tools like screwdrivers and pliers, plus power tools such

The distribution box of the septic tank system is used to evenly distribute the wastewater from the septic

system to the
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When wiring your home, it may be necessary to access your breaker box to create more breaker locations.

Knockouts

The issue is of course that no store bought boxes come with knockouts larger than 3/4&quot;. So, I planned to

just expand the existing 3/4&quot;

The distribution box, often referred to as a breaker box, fuse box, or electrical panel, is a critical component of

any electrical system.
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