
Automatic Heatsink Mounting for Optical
Modules

Article Overview

Automatic heatsink mounting for optical modules involves using pivoted or floating heatsinks, thermal

interface materials, and controlled mounting forces to ensure efficient heat dissipation and reliable module

performance.

Overview of Optical Module Cooling

Optical transceiver modules generate significant heat due to high power densities in compact form factors.

Effective cooling is critical to maintain signal integrity, prevent overheating, and ensure consistent

performance in high-bandwidth, high-density systems. Cooling solutions include vapor chambers, heatpipe

assemblies, zipper fin heatsinks, and liquid-cooled cold plates, selected based on power levels, airflow, and

space constraints .

Automatic Mounting Techniques

Modern automatic heatsink mounting systems are designed to apply uniform and controlled pressure to optical

modules, minimizing thermal resistance and ensuring reliable contact. Key approaches include:

o Pivoted or floating heatsinks: These are attached to pivot points external to the module cage, allowing the

heatsink to self-align and apply even pressure across the module surface .

o Coin-style or adjustable-height heatsinks: These extend through the PCB to contact optical components on

the primary side, with adjustable height to accommodate variations in module thickness .

o Compact wave springs: Used to connect secondary side heatsinks to the primary side, providing consistent

force while allowing slight movement to maintain optimal thermal contact .

Thermal Interface Materials (TIMs)

To enhance heat transfer, durable TIMs such as Laird's OptiTIM(TM) are used. These materials:

o Improve thermal conductivity between the module and heatsink by reducing contact resistance.

o Withstand repeated insertion and removal of pluggable modules without tearing or degradation.

o Maintain adhesion and surface wetting for low thermal resistance, improving cooling efficiency by several

degrees Celsius .

Best Practices for Mounting

o Ensure flat, clean surfaces on both the heatsink and module to minimize air gaps, which increase thermal
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resistance .

o Apply controlled mounting force using clips, screws, or springs to maximize contact area and reduce contact

thermal resistance .

o Use high-conductivity interface materials to fill microscopic gaps between surfaces, further improving heat

transfer .

o Consider high-volume scalable solutions for data centers, such as pre-aligned heatpipe assemblies or vapor

chambers, which allow automated installation while maintaining consistent thermal performance .

Benefits of Automatic Mounting

Automatic or semi-automatic heatsink mounting ensures:

o Uniform pressure distribution, reducing hotspots.

o Reliable thermal performance across multiple modules.

o Ease of module insertion and removal, critical in high-density networking environments.

o Compatibility with high-speed, high-power optical modules, supporting 200GB, 400GB, and 800GB

Ethernet speeds . By combining pivoted or floating heatsinks, durable TIMs, and controlled mounting

mechanisms, automatic heatsink mounting provides a robust solution for thermal management in modern

optical transceiver systems.

This article explains contemporary thermal strategies for OSFP modules -- from fin geometry tuning to

detachable

Heatscape delivers advanced cooling for optical transceiver modules with custom heatsinks and thermal

The untold story of thermal management in data centers lies in the optical modules used for

As pluggable modules scale to 400G and beyond, thermal management becomes a primary reliability

constraint. This

An optical module includes a base and a plurality of cooling fins mounted to the back surface of a printed

wiring board used to

The module further includes a cage attached to the printed circuit board assembly for supporting the pluggable

module, wherein the

The thermal structure of OSFP optical modules is a masterful blend of engineering, from heatsink types and

ventilation
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The shielding cage and heatsink are integrally formed, featuring a stable structure and easy assembly,

effectively improving the

Optical Transceivers such as OSFP modules are now very difficult to cool with traditional heatsinks.

Transceiver heat

Laird''s OptiTIMTM product is designed to overcome the challenges of cooling optical transceiver modules in

Telecom,

Pluggable optics modules combine fibre optic transmitters and receivers (transceivers) and some signal

processing into

In this paper, a method to test the heatsink mounting on power module is discussed. The proposed solution

does not

Riding Heat Sink Will Dominate in 1.6Tb Class Optics The OSFP1600 Integrated Heat Sink (IHS) has been

the

The OSFP-RHS module differs significantly by removing the integrated heatsink entirely. Instead, cooling is

achieved through an

What is a Laser Diode Heat Sink? A high quality laser diode heat sink, also referred to as a mount, is typically

constructed from

Power Packages Heat Sink Mounting Guide AND9859/D SUMMARY This document provides guidelines for

mounting heat sinks for
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